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China eases cabotage for Japanese

JAPANESE carriers will be allowed to haul empty containers between Chinese ports from 1 January, in line with similar rights granted earlier to EU and US lines. The agreement was reached at a meeting of the Japan-China bilateral maritime bureau in Beijing on 26 September. Japan has also allowed Chinese carriers to haul empty boxes between its ports on a case-by-case basis. The agreement will be valid for a year, subject to renewal every year, and will also allow empties of Japanese operators to be loaded onto their alliance ships. As cabotage rules are outside the framework of the Japan-China maritime treaty, the agreement is being treated as a ‘one-off’. 

