Taiwan cuts berth charges
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TAIWAN'S Ministry of Transportation and Communications has announced a 50 per cent cut in berthing charges for ships calling at the Kaohsiung Offshore Transshipment Centre. The move is designed to attract more ships plying routes across the Taiwan Strait. The new charges are NT$5,500 (U$192) per day for ships between 1,000 and 3,000 tonnes, NT$6,500 for ships between 3,000 and 5,000 tonnes, NT$8,500 for ships between 5,000 and 10,000 tonnes, and NT$11,500 for 10,000 to 20,000 tonne ships. Containers handled reached 9,000 in May and increased to 11,500 in June. As a result of increasing competition, the shipping cost between Kaohsiung and Xiamen and Fuzhou has dropped to $160 per teu from $300 in April. 
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