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Safety still an issue

THE issue of bulk carrier safety stub-
bornly refuses to go away. Implemen-
tation and enforcement of the
International Safety Management
(ISM) Code as from the begimning of
this month (see p52) may go some
way towards addressing the manage-
ment aspects contributing to improved safety. In particular the
requirement for proper planned maintenance systems may help
to ensuie that parts of ships’ structures are better maintained
and that corrosion and damage is more effectively rectified.

However, the debate over the basic structural integrity of
bulk carriers is set to continne. New issues raised by the report
of the assessors looking into the loss of the UK combination
catrier Derbyshire in 1980 have highlighted a number of con-
cerns. The major matters arising out of the report include the
strength of hatch covers, protection of the forward hatch cov-
ers from heavy seas over the bow and the forward reserve
buoyancy. These and other recommendations have already
been passed on to the IMO by the UK and the IMO is to set up
a working group to look at the findings of the report. Interna-
tional Association of Class Societies has also established a
workiog group to look at issues arising from the Derbyshire
assessors’ report.

Leading class societies have heen at the forefront of efforts
to improve the rate of bulk carrier casualties arising from
structural failure and have implemented a number of new '
rules in recent years, such as enhanced susveys, backed up by
new infernational legislation agreed at the IMO. These mea-
sures have had some success in reducing the number of casual-
ties but there remains a worrying residue of losses attributable
to structural failure, with five in the past two years.

The critical age group for bulk cacrier casualties appears to
be ships in the 14-18 year-old range. Although fewer in num-
ber, the basic characteristics of structural failure have
remained generally unchanged. This suggests that the problem
is unlikely to disappear without further action.

The new Chapter XII of Solas stipulates that new, single-skin
bulkers greater than 150 m in length, laid down on or after
July 1, 1999, should be capable of withstanding any hold flood-
ing from both structural and damage stability aspects, New
rules for existing bulk carriers require strengthening of the
bulkhead between Nos 1 and 2 holds.

Gradually the net is tightening on substandard bulk carriers
and it will become progressively more difficult for ships that
do not meet these new rules to continne operating on any of
the main bulk trade routes. But it will be several years before
the whole of the world bufk carrier fleet is fully compliant
with the latest steuctural requirements.

There is therefore a clear message that although positive
progress is being made to improve the general standard of
bulk cartiets, in the words of Lloyd’s Register’s Chris Wade:

“It is premature to think that we have resolved the problems of
bulk carrier safety.”
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Steel demand forecast
at 689mt in 1998

WORLD steel consumption of fin-
ished steel products for 1998 is fore-
cast at 689.1mt, according to the
International Iron and Steef Institute
(UISD) Secretariat’s short range out-
look of steel consumption,

This figure Is slightly lower than
the same forecast last year, owing to
the impact of the financial crisis
afflicting the markess of southeast
Asia,

Steel demand is strengthening in
the European Union (+8.8%) and
other Buropean countries, and
remains buoyant within NAFTA
(+4%). The surge in consumption in
South America last year will level off
but consumption will remain strong.
Similarly, despite a strong perfor-
mance during 1997, demand in China
is expected to soften during 1998
{-2%), with exports expected to rise
and imports to fall. Demand in Japan
was sluggish in 1997, and it is set to
fall further in 1998 (-1.1%), witha -
more dramatic drop in the Republic
of Korea (-10%). Consamption in
both countries is burdened by the
subdued export markets in southeast
Asia, reflecting depressed construc-
tion and automotive sectors. How-
ever, the shipbuilding sector is per-
forming strongly in Japan and South

Korea, and is expected to continue to
do well in 1998. Demand in India
remained steady in 1997, with 2.8%
growth, which is expected to con- -
tinue in 1998. With the Taiwanesc
ceconomy booming, demand grew
strongly in 1997 and further growth
of 6% is forecast for 1998. Consump-
tion in Australia and New Zealand s
set to remain ffat.

Canadian coal .'tol_:
Japan price drops

THE Japanese fiscal year 1998 (April-
March) coal price negotiations
between Canada and Japan resulted
in price decreases for all types of
coal. The negotiations also resulted
in a reduced reliance on the bench-
mark system, with prices and volumes
seitled largely on an individual basts.
Following negotiations with
Japanese steel mills, hard coking
prices fell by around 5% compared
with the 1997 benchmark price of
$52.96. - . EIAET .

UN releases African
crop report

THE United Nations Food and Agsi-
culture Organisation (FAQ), has
released its report on current produc-
tion and crop prospects.

Its South African repott states that
the 1998 coarse grain crop is almost

compiete in the sub-region and has
produced an estimated below average
output of 15.5mt compared with
17mt in 1997. However the negative
effect of the Fl Nino has been smaller
than earlier anticipated. The situation
vaties sharply between countries, as
confirmed by recently completed
FAO/WEP Crop and Food Supply
Assessment Missions in several coun-
tries of the sub-region, In Angola,
Malawi, Mozambique and Swaziland,
growing conditions were generally
favourable, with normal 1o above-
normal rainfall in most parts, Despite
localised crop damage due to exces-
sive rains, initial estimates point to
above-average harvests in these coun-
tries. Production is estimated to be
below average in Lesotho, Botswana,
Namibia, South Aftica and Zimbabwe,
as a result of ircegular rainfall with
prolonged dry spells, which affected
yields. Plantings were also reduced in
several countries as a result of the
drought warning and the late onset of
rains. In Zambia, output is estimated
to be well below average as a result of
abnormally high and incessant rain-

falt, which caused extensive floading -

in northesn areas while the southern
part experienced near drought
conditions,

South Korean steel
slump worsens

EVIDENCE of further problems in
South Korea's embattled steel indus-
try spells more bad news for hard-
pressed dry bulk shipowners.

South Korea's rapidly rising coal
and iron ore imporis have been one
of the strengths of the bulk carrier
market over the past 20 years. But the
latest output predictions from the
Korea Iron and Steel Association and
Pohang Tron & Steel (Posco}, the
country’s largest producer, make
gloomy reading.

An indication of how far reaching
the slamp has become is Posco’s.
announcement that it will be catting
production, the first reduction in the
company's 30-year history.

South Korea’s steet producers
have been desperately attempting to
expand exports to compensate for
falling domestic demand. However,
there is a limit to the extent the
nation’s steel industry can export its
way out of trouble. Trade frictions are
growing as other steel producers
accuse South Korean rivals of dump-

Indonesian president BJ Habibie (second feft), accompanied by
government officials, visits a rice warehouse in the main tice-growing
district of Karawang in West Java last month. Indonesia’s vice output has |
fallen, owing to last year’s prolonged drought induced by the EI Nino
weather phenomenon and also a decrease in the land under rice
cultivation, Indonesia’s present rice stocks stand at 2.5mt, which the
government says will be enough for the whole vear

ing, while the depreciation of the yen
will increase Japanese competition.

Lower steel production in South
Korea is having a major impact on
iron ore imports, although the impact
on coal importers may be harder to
track. The country’s overall coal
requirements may grow, thanks to the
recent expansion of coal-fired power
stations.

Metropolitan secures
Anacortes dock deal

METROPOLITAN Stevedore Company,
has become the new operator of dock
two, Port of Anacortes, US.

Metropolitan is constructing a
new medern shiploader, which wil
include a truck unloading station,
encapsulated conveyor and dust sup-
pression system.

The shiploader, capable of loading
fudl panamax vessels, will have an

instantaneous foading rate of

1,100tph.
' Metropolitan vice president, Timo-

thy J Parker said: “We are extremely
pleased to be workdng with the Port
of Anacortes and ook forward to a
mutually beneficial, long-term rela-
tionship.”

Exports slump closes
Prince Rupett facilities

A SHORTAGE of export grain is set to
force the temporary closure of British
Columbia’s northern grain terminal at
Prince Rupert.

Seventy grain workers are
expected to be laid off in the two
month closure and fusther redundan-
cies are expected as a maintenance
programme nears completion.

The post, which moves around
30mt of grain 4 year, is blaming the
closure on a smaller-than-usual har-
vest, but some farmers are believed to
be holding back supplics and waiting
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for prices to improve, Grain that
would have used the Prince Rupert
port is now being shipped from Van-
couver.

The shutdown will come as a
blow to the port, which has been pro-
moting its facilities for handling coal,
grain and lumber as the closest w0
Asia of any port in the west coast of
North America. Prince Rupert is
owned by 4 consortium which
includes Alberta Wheat Pool, Cargill
Ltd and the United Grain Growers.

Canada Marine Act
passed

THE Canada Marine Act (Bill C-9) has
passed its final reading in the Cana-
dian Senate. The legisfation, which
was approved last December by the
House of Commons, passed the Sen-
ate afier four days of debate.

The legislation now awaits the for-
mality of Royal Assent, which is
expected very shortly, and most [ikely
will officially take effect no later than
January 1999,

_'The law will create a National
Ports System consisting of 16 inde-
pendently managed Canada Port
Authorities (CPAS).

Tt will streamline the regulatory
regime of the new CPAs and other
ports currently administered by the
Transport Canada and dissolve the
Canada Porsts Corporation.

1t will also repeat the Public Har-
bours and Ports Facilities act, allow
the transport minister to commer-
cialise operations of the Great Lakes-
St Lawrence Seaway System by enter-
ing into agreements with Seaway
users of any other group (o operate
and maintain the Seaway and over-
haul the marine pilotage system.

During the intervening months
before the law takes effect, the 16
prospective Canadian Port Authorities
will be working on their enabling
charters alongside Transport Canada.
The prospective CPAs include, Fraiser
River, Halifax, Montreal, Nanaimo,

 Port Albesni, Prince Rupert, Quebec,

Saguenay, Saint John, Sept-lles, St
John’s, Thunder Bay, Toronto, Trois
Rivieres, Vancouver and Windsor.

More than 60% of Canada’s watcr-
borne foreign commerce and virmally
all of its breakbulk cargo is shipped
through these ports, all of which will
be trying to meet the details man-
dated in the new law.
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Gdansk suffers from
Polish coal slump

WITH a drop of 21.4% in cargo han-
dling during the first quarter of 1998,
the port of Gdansk is now feeling the
impact of the country’s coal crisis.
The port’s total volume fell from
4.72mt in January-March 1997 to
3.71mt in the same period this year.
Coal accounted for two-thirds of the
fall, down 42.4% from 1,79mi to
1.03mt, Ore dropped from 0.12mt to
(.03mt, and grain from 0.14mt to

0.06mt.

With the port’s dependence on
bulk volumes hitting it hard, Gdansk
is increasingly looking towards
improving its general cargo activities.

Recent studies found that mega-
terminals, although impressive in vol-
ume, did not necessarily produce
more profit for the port companies.

Gdansk is now taking a fresh look
at the many existing facilities.

One plan is to set up a 56ha prain
terminal to target specifically the CIS
market. It would mainly unload US
and Canadian grain and feedstuffs
exported to the former Soviet Union.

Strong growth for
Bureau Veritas

BUREAU Veritas, the Paris-based classi-

fication soclety has announced strong

growthin 1997.
Figures for last year showed an

© increase of 14.5% in wrnover, lacgely

put down to a new client-orientated
strategy. Predictions are optimistic for
1998 and BV is expecting to hire a
further 1,200 new staff.

During 1997, Bureau Veritas®
marine furnover grew by 13.5%,

mainly owing to newbuildings, and its

share of the world fleet reached
3dm gt.

By the end of 1997, Burcau Veri-
tas’ newbuilding order book stood at
4m gt, which represent 7% of the
order hook worldwide .

New orders registered during
1997 were more than 300 vessels in
excess of 100gt.

Now one of the world’s largest
inspection, certification and control
groups, the infernational division
contributed 60% of the group
turnover,

Cleveland ups its
dry bulk haulage

CLEVELAND has reported an increase
in fts dry bulk haulage.

Due to mild weather conditions
the season-to-date total for carriage
stands at 16.3mt, an increase of
11.1%. Cleveland doubts whether
it can maintain the increase over t
he entire season but remains
hopeful.

The most dramatic increases have
appeared in stone cargoes. Loadings
of limestone and gypsum showed an
increase of 22,5%, the mild spring
allowing stone docks to resume oper-
ations earlier than usual. For the sea-
son US flag stone cargoes stand at
3.4mt an increase of 40.3%.

Iron ore totals have also-
increased, cargoes totalled 9.3mt, an
increase of 13.9%.

‘Rolls-Royce wins

Cape Town contract

ROLLS-Royce has won 4 contract to
refurhish two ship-to-shore container
cranes at the Port of Cape Town,
South Africa.

This brings the total value of crane
sefurbishment contracts won by Rolls-
Royce in South Africa in the last 12
months to £22m.

Portnet, the South African post
operator, is refurbishing its cranes to
enable them to handle larger ships.

The contract will involve overhaul-
ing the two cranes, replacing the
mechanics and upgrading the electsi-
cal components,

Ryder to sell off
UK operations
RYDER System is planning to sell

most of its UK operations,
Ryder produced a turnover of

IN BRIEF

£239m last year and has assets esti-
mated at around £279m. The com-
pany currentdy provides contract hice,
truck rental and logistics services,

Ryder plans to maintain relation-
ships with some of its existing logis-
tics customers in the UK, in line with
its strategy of strengthening its pres-
ence in this market.

It is thought that Ryder anticipates
a cash sale in the third quaster of
1998 which will allow it to reinvest in
company stock or fund its existing
operations,

Ryder Chairman, Anthonry Burns
said: “This action is in complete align-
ment with our announced strategy to
focus on becoming the global leader
in integrated logistics.”

Martin belts up
in Brazil

THE Brazilian arm of Mastin Engi-
neering has just won 2 $16.5m con-
teact with Brazil’s leading steel maker
Companhia Siderurgica de Tabarao
(CST) to provide a ‘total solution’ to
conveyor problems in C3T's Victoria,
Brazil, steel mil,

During the five-year contract, Mar-
tinn will supply conveyor belt cleaning
and sealing equipment, replacement
parts and maintenance and clean-up
services for 153 belt conveyors.

In the jnitial two-year phase of the
agreement, it will install belt cleaners
and transfer point scaling systems on
all existing conveyors in CST’s mill.
‘The initial work includes installation
of approximately 400 conveyor beft
cleaness and improvement of over
100 transfer points.

In the second phase of the agree-
ment, beginning in the third year, the
company will supply spare parts,
maintenance services and any neces-
sary clean-up fabour.

Lintec offers new
debunkering service

NETHERLANDS-based fuel testing
company Lintec has developed 4 new
rapid debunkering service.

Claimed to be eight times faster
than most of its competitors, the new
system uses two portable pumps,
which run in tandem at up to 500tph.

The effectiveness of the dual
pump system was illustrated when a
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containership in Rotterdam had
4,500t of offspec fuel pumped off it
in just 16 hours. Its captain had esti-
mated that it would take the ship’s
own pumps 150 hours.

The proof of the
pudding...

A MUNSTERS debumidifier enabled a
leading Christmas pudding manufac-
turer to break its all time preduction
record.

Matthew Walker has sugar deliv-
ered to its factory by tanker once a
weelk. The sugar is held in a 20t
silo from which it is conveyed by a
screw feed to a holding tank, then a
computer-controlled weighing sys-
ten.

Problems could arise when hygro-
scopic sugar absorbs moisture during
offloading. 1f it clogged and blocked
the feed, then the weighing machine
would be starved, leading to a loss in
production.

The solution was to fit a dehumid-
ifier at the end of the pipe that
already existed to couple up to the
tanker 1o offload bulk sugar.

The configuration maintains a
steady flow of dry air across the top
of the sugar stored in the silo, pre-
venting the condensation that would
normally be experienced in such situ-
ations.

The equipment used is a Munstess
M120 desiccant rotor dehumidifier
which is capable of drying 120 cu m
of air per hour, ample o ensure
that conditions in the silo are main-
tained at a constant 45% relative
humidity.

LLP launches LSI |
SEAsearcher

LLP Ltd has launched a new internet
database subscription service. Provid-
ing information on over 50,000 com-
mercial ships and their movements, it
is based on the weekly hard copy ver-
sion of Lloyd’s Shipping Index,

The electronic service, calied LSI
SEAsearcher, can be used to monitor
shipping movements at almost 4,000
ports around the world, Benefiting
from exclusive repouts from Lioyd’s
agents, the data gathering team will
process and check around 12,600
shipping movements a day.

Among other things, the LSI
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SEAsearcher will include data on
50,000 vessels worldwide over 100gt,
instant vessel locations, ownership
information and P&I Club classifica-
tion for each vessel.

Information from the LSI
SEAscarcher can be used for keeping
track of a ship’s latest position and
checking the name, flag, classification
and casualty history. There ase four
levels of service available on L8]
SEAsearcher, ranging in price from
£2,500 to £70,000 a year depending
on the scope of information required.

‘The database is currently available
for a free 14-day trial. For further. -
information contact Tony Lescombe at
LIE London on Tel: +44 171553 -
1783, Fax: +44 171 553 1107 or E- *
mail: tlescombe@]iplimited.com..
Readers in East Asia can contact Paul
Davis at LLE, Hong Kong on Tel: 852°
2854 3222, Fax: 852 2854 1538 or B+
matl: lipasia@[lplimited.com. '

Two Scottish shows on
handling and storage

TWO materials handling shows will
iake place at the SECC, Glasgow; Scot-
land on the September 9-10 1998.

The Scottish Hahdiing and Stor-
age Show is an exhibition of the latest
equipment and handling technology
for storage, packaging and contro] of
all forms of unit loads.

Running alongside the handling
and storage show is the Scottish
Solids Handling Show. This will pro-
mote the latest in loose bulk materi-
als handling and will include exhibits
of preduets including conveying, pro-
cessing and control and instrumenta-
tion equipment, For further informa-
tion call Jaclde Rood on: 01737 768
611 or e-mail: jrood@@dmg.co.uk.

Adam Smith institute
looks east

THE Adam Smith Institute is holding
two international conferences on the
key issues of transporting goods in
the CIS and Baltic States.

The first will highlight the oppor-
tunities in the Baltic States for the
investment in shipping and pott facil-

Constanza, Romania.

The project will consist of the employment of a 16t floating lemnis-
cate crane to transfer grain from Ukrainian feeder vessels on to fonr
4,400t barges, where it is stored before being loaded on te bulk carri-

€IS,

The crane is owned by Rotterdam based EQ Trade, which will trans-
port it to Constanza ready for the operation to begin in August.

Romanian grain crane

DUTCH sutvey company D Touw Bxpertise-en Ingenienrsburean is
advising on a floating grain storage and transfer project in the port of

ities. During the past 12 months there
has becn a dramatic increase in the
amount of trade and wraffic in the CIS
and the prediction is that this will
continue.

The Adam Smith Tnstitute hopes
to promotc the area and its potential
and highlight the dangers of poor
handling equipment, theft-and fraud.
The second conference will concen-
trate on the minefickd of customs and
tariffs in the area. For further infor-
mation call Samantha Friend on: +44
171 490 or Fax: +44 171 490 8932.

Australasian natural
resources conference
THE Investing in Australasian Natural

Resources Conference 1998 will be
held in Sydney, Australia from July

20-22 1998. i is hoped that the
threc-day conference will provide

a forum for natural resource
companies, fund managers and ana-
lysts to come together and compare
notes.

The Regent Hotel, Sydney is play-
ing host to the conference and fur-
ther information is avaitable by calling
International investment Conferences
Inc, Miami, US on Tel: 305 669 1963
or e-mail: iiconf@iiconf.com

NMEA {o hold
convention in Florida

THE National Marine Electronics
Association (NMEA) is to hold its
annuat convention in Orando,
Florida.

The convention will be held from

November 11-14 at the Orlando
North Hilton hotel in Altamore
Springs.

The programme will feature a sta-
tus report on the new NMEA 2000
interface standard for marine clec-
tronics, a FCC/USCG forum on
GMDSS implementation and other
topics of interest to NMEA members.
Manufacturers will also be displaying
their latest products and systems.

For further details contact Cindy
Ensley, executive director, National
Marine Electronics Association on
Tel: +1 252 638 26206, Fax: +1 252
638 4885 or e-mail: nmea@coastal-
net.com,

Cement forum
sets date

THE Cement Industry Suppliers
Forum is holding its second annuat
conference on September ¢ at the
BCA Conference Centre, Crowthorne,
UK. Aimed at all those with an inter-
est in supplying the cement industry
with plant, materials, cnergy, services
and testing and monitosing equip-
ment, the CISF aims to provide a
forum for dialogue between its mem-
bers and the industry.

" For further information call Dr
Roger Sym on Tel: +44 (0)1344 762
676 or Fax: +44 (0)1344 772 137.

Top executive resigns
from Maryland Port

TAY Yoshitani, Maryland Port Adminis-
tration’s sixth executive director in
the last 10 years, has resigned to
accept a position as deputy executive
director of the Port of Oakland.

The move to Oakland will mean a
retuen to California, where he served
a5 deputy executive director of mar-
itime affairs at the Port of Los Ange-
les. Maryland Port Administration
deputy director, James White will
serve as acting executive officer.

leica strengthens
sales organisation

LEICA GPS has announced three key

IN BRIEF

on a turn-key basis.

CEMENT carrier Atlantis has been fitted out with a
new pnewmatic cement conveyor system.

The work was carried out by Merewido Europe
BY, whick claims to be the only company in the
world with the capability to eagineer such systems

The loading/offloading system for dey powder
material was developed by Merewido and consists of
a suction/delivery system with filter tank and four
aeration floors fitted with synthetic cloth as fluidisa-
tion mat in the two separate holds.

The loading/offloading system has a maximum
capacity of 600tph and 200tph respectively. The sys-

Cementing a deal aboard Atlantis

used for loading.

tem, which is installed centrally between the two
holds of the vessel, comprises of two saction/delivery
(teloader) tanks with a separate filier tank, three
Atlas Copeo compressors and two vacuumyblower
sets. Hydraulically powered screw conveyoss are

The pnewmatic offloading system has a design
capacity of 200tph, the cement can he conveyed for a
maximum distance of 500 m through a 10in/12in
line. The two refoader tanks of the suction/delivery
system have a net capacity of 20 cu m. The operating
pressure is three bar for the suction/delivery system
and 0.8 bar for the floor aeration system.

appointments for its marine GPS sales
organisation, in a move to provide
better support to its international
dealer network and customers.

Stuart Tolman has been named
marine sales manager for the US mar-
ket, Matthew Smith will handle
marine GPS sales for southeast Asia
from Leica’s office in Singapore,
along with his existing responsibility
for the survey products in the same
territory. Peter Devantier has been
appointed marine sales manager for
the Buropean market. He will operate
out of Copenhagen.

Leica GPS is a business unit of
Leica Geosystems which produces
global positioning systems.

Borland joins Strachan
and Henshaw

STRACHAN and Henshaw has
appointed a new director, Gavin Bor-

land, who will assume responsibility

for aftersales service and suppost
development for its matesial handling
business located in Bristol, England.
Mr Borland joins from sister com-
pany, Weir Engincering Services,
where he acted as general manager of
mainienance and projects. He also
led an initiative to break in to the
‘total maintenance’ busiress sector.
Strachan and Henshaw are past of
the Weir group. '

Hull Blyth appoints
director in Angola

WEST African ship agency and freight
forwarding specialist Hull Blyth & Co
has appointed Nigel Aldridge as ship-
ping and forwarding director of sub-
sidiary, Hull Blyth Angola,

Mr Aldridge has previously held
posts in the UK, Sudan and West
Africa, his most recent appointment

being general manager at Antrak
Group in Ghana.

Ramsey promotes
three to vp

RAMSEY, the industrial weighing,
monitoring and control equipment
manufacturer has announced the pro-
motion of three of its employees to
vice-president status.

Kevin Maehling has been pro-
moted to vice-president from director
of Ramsey Products. Mr Maehling is
responsible for the company’s stan-
dard product line of bulk weighing,
inspection, monitoring and control
systems, Tony R Phillips is now vice-
president of Tcore Products whese he
was previously director.

Dwight Weber has also been pro-
moated to vice president from produc-
fion manager. Dwight will oversee
general production.
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intelligence

INTERCARGO has made a statement of current
initiatives and proposed fotare priorities in its
recent annual review.

1t is currently stressing the importance of
quality among the dry bulk shipping industry,
not only in the owners but also the ships and
Crews,

Recently there have been concerns about
safety, especially when the public perception is
of poorly maintained and operated ships
employing seafarers from third-world coun-
tries whose lives may be treated as cheap, even
expendable,

Intercargo is determined to dispel this
image and raise a better understanding of the
industry among the public, The association
wanis {0 promote a more open approach to
business, provide advantages to guality owners
and reduce inspections and surveys for mem-
bers. :

Intercargo is also in the process of trying to
improve ship/shore communications and
hopes it will provide valuable information to
members about the safety of ports. Parts of the
association have developed a questionnaite so
that ship masters can share their experiences.

Pilotage is another area of concern the
association has addressed. An agreement has
been made on a standard format for pre-plan-
ning purposes and for ship/shore ship commu-
nications, recognising the wide difference in
aspects of pilotage including weather condi-
tions, periods of pilotage and so on. The asso-
ciation plans to promote wide acceptance of -
the new format.

Casualty statistics have continued to be

Intercargo review proposes priorities

Pilotage Is one area addressed by Intercargo in its annual review

monitored and the association will continue to
publish results of its analysis,

Future priorities have been identified as
safety in all its aspects, including the ctarifica-
tion of existing safety rules and making ISM
compliance a condition of membership.

The commercial environment has also been
looked into and, among other things, it is
hoped that a dialogue can be established
between cargo interests and charters on issues
of common interest. These include ethics in
chartering and related aspects, as well as
mutnal disadvantages of charters fixing sub-

standard ships. The association aims to elimi-
nate sub-standard shipowners and charterers
by working to maintain the P&I muniual system
and stressing their role in enhancing safety
and wotking with others regarding liability
issues.

Another target for the future is to establish
better public relations with the media and pro-
mote the role bulk shipping plays in the world
economy. The association will also drive to
develop better communications with its mem-
bers while providing a forum for an exchange
of views and protecting their interests.

Shippers publish bulk
shipping code of practice

THE European Shippers’ Council (ESC) has estab-
lished a voluntary code of practice to promote
quality shipping in the bulk shipping sector.

The code is designed to assist shippers and
charterers in determining the suitability of vessels
for the carriage of their cargo. It also brings
together safety levels from 4 varlety of agencies
including the International Maritime Organization,
the Buropean Commission and mermber states.

In addition, the code requires shippets to seek
answers from operators of vessels over a wide
range of subjects including:

@ Tort statc control status

@ Hull and machinery insurance

@ Manning .

@ P&l insurance cover for the vessel and cargo
@ Compliance with class standards

@ Compliance with ISM safety regulations

The ESC hopes the guide will promote both
maritime safety and the protection of the commer-
cial interests of its shipper members. The ESC has
also emphasised that shipowners and operators

would be wise to provide the important informa-

tlon required by shippers in order for them o
make an informed judgment about the quality
of a vessel and whether they should chaster it in
or not,

Dry bulk fleet grows
in first quarter

RECENTILY seleased figures for the world bulk car
rier fleet dusing the first quarter of 1998 have
shown a net increase of 1.4m dwt.

Compiled by Simpson Spence and Young
(SSY), figures show additions to the fleet totalfed
70 ships of 3.97m dwt, while 55 ships of 2.59m
dwt were removed, This figure was the lowest
quarterly growth in the feet for nearly four years.

A sharp increase in bulk carriér scrapping since
the middle of last year has helped partly to offset
the large number of new deliveries entering a
depressed market,

Among the deliveries were 25 panamaxes and
25 handystze vessels (the majority being over
40,000 dwt). Only four capesize vessels entered
the fleet compared with 18 in the same period last
year. Over half the removals in numerical terms
were under 50,000 dwt, with 37 ships of 1m dwt.
The remaining ships consisted of 12 panamaxes
and six capesize vessels. In the first quarter 2 year

" 2go, 25 ships (1.1m dwt) were removed from the

fleet.

A further three vessels (0.1m dwt) have so far
arvived at a demolition site in the second quarter
and another 74 (2.9m dwt) have been sold for
scrap. SSY estimates that dry bulk scrapping for
1998 is in the region of 9.5m dwt, although not
enough o overtake the 13.1m dwt expected deliv-
eries. As far as shipowners are concerned it is cer-
tainly a step in the right direction.

g e e

Bulker standards
improving, says AMSA

THE latest edition of the Australian Maritime
Safety Authority (AMSA) Port State Control (PSC)
Report reveals that almost two-thirds of all eligible
ships calling into Austratia received PSC inspec-
tions last year.

‘The number of individual ship visits to all Aus-
tralian ports during 1997 is estimated to be
22,491,

Many of these visits were made by regular
traders and ships calling at more than one port. %
is estimared that 4,840 ‘eligible’ ships (ones which
have not been inspected by the AMSA during the
previous six months or three months for passen-
gersy visited Austrafian ports during 1997.

AMSA notes that well over half the vessels
(59%) inspected were bulk carriers, about the
same as Last year’s figure.

Only around 6% of the ships inspected were
detained, which is considerably less than previous
years. It also confirms reports from general obser-
vation by AMSA surveyors that the standard of
bulk carriers coming to Australia has improved
substantially.

AMSA said the dominance of bulk carriess in
the Australian statistics is again a reflection of the
large numbers of this ship type visiting Australia,
the rigorous conditions under which they operate
and their age.

However, the continuing downward trend in
the detention rate is a positive indication that the
quality of ships coming to Australia is improving.

AMSA believes that this gives tangible evidence
of success of its PSC activities.

ISM certification for
Gulfcoast Transit

GULECOAST Transit Company, the oceangoing
arm of TECO Transport, has announced that it has
been certified under the International Safety Man-
agement (ISM) Code.

The cestification of Gulfcoast Transit followed
a comprehensive audit of its shoreside operations
and four of its vessels by the American Bureau of
Shipping (ABS). The four Gulfcoast vessels were
the fudy Litrico, TECO Trader, Barbara Kessel and
Deblie Rankin.

The international regulations specify required
dates for approval by vessel type and tonnage.
The Judy Litrico and TECO Trader, Gulfcoast’s
oceangoing dry bulk carriess, were required to be
certified prior to July 1, 1998.

The Barbara Kessel, an integrated g barge
unit, requires certification by July 1, 2002. The
Debbie Rankin was not required to be certified
under the existing rules. Gulfcoast is going
beyond the minimum requirements with plans to
certify its entire fleet of 14 vessels by Year 2600

Gulfcoast Transit also received Responsible

Carrier certification eardier this year awarded by
the American Waterway Operatoss.

Register of ships
on CD-ROM

LLOYDY’S Register's shipping information is now
available on CD-ROM, with search facilities, index-
ing and analysis. Three licensed packages will be

offered on CD-ROM: Shipfinder, The Register of
Ships and The Ultimate Guide to Ships, allowing
customers to subscribe to the electronic publica-
tions they require.

& Full derails are available in the Maritime Publi-
cations Catalogue available from LR offices or
from Maritime Information Publishing Group,
London. You can contact them on Tel: +44 171
423 2076, Bax: +44 171 423 2182 or e-mail :
mipg@Ir.org.
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Terminal Operator in Rotferdam.

The core activities of European Bulk
Services (EBS) include the loadjng,
unloading, storage and transhipment
of dry bulk, minerals as well as
agri products. EBS has several
specialised,  strategically located
terminals within the Rotterdam port
area to serve its clients. This service
is backed up by support from ultra-
flexible and efficient 36-tonne
floating cranes. ‘

As one of the most modern terminal
operators in the world, EBS is able to
achieve the fastest unloading times.

Contamination-Free Storage.
In addition to its open storage
capacity, EBS offers a wide range of

facilities for covered and contafnjnation»

, free storage.

The various silos and sheds, with
capacities ranging from 1,250 m3 o
30,000 m3, offer a total of no less
than around 500,000 m3 of covered
storage capacity!

From 1,000 to 250,000 Tounes.

EBS has the facilities to siore and
tranship all types of minerals. In
addition, EBS offers a range of
processing  services, such as
screening and crushing ferro alloys
and petcokes. The dockside quays
can handle vessels up to 70,000
tonnes, while on the buoys ships of
up to around 250,000 tonnes can he
unloaded using floating cranes.

EBS

Even when they can’t stand each other.

The Right Performance at the
Right Price.

EBS is a low-cost producer, Whose
watchwords are efficiency and
effectiveness. The client benefits from
EBS’s  extensive and advanced
handling facilities. EBS operates a
competitive
pricing policy
which is
tailored to the
needs of its
customers and
1o the relevant
quality
standards,

but which
always offers the right performance
at the right price!

EBS. Efficient Stevedoring and Beyond.

| European Bulk Services (E.B.S.} B.V., Elbeweg 139. Rotterdam-Europoort. P.0O. Box 1204, 3180 AE Rozenburg Zh.
Telephone +31- {(0)181-262988, fax +31-(0}181-258125, telex 29881. Port No. 5860.

International report

BSE, swine fever and pig-culling may have pushed down agri-bulk volumes,
but most sectors of the Dutch bulk industry, particularly coal,
are enjoying healthy volumes, writes Ray Phiipott

=g ONSIDERING ifs pre-

¥ eminence among the
world’s seafaring nations,
¢ it should come as no sur-
Y prise that the Netherlands
bulk mdustry has experienced anoth-
er great year. The couniry’s position
as the gateway to the European hin-
tetland has again ensured that coal
volumes through Rotterdam and
Amsterdam remain buoyant, with
competition between the great poris
remaining healthy.

The grain trade, however, has shown a
marked decrease since the last time B/ tip-
toed through the eulips — a fact largely due
to two contributing factors: the continuing
effects that the BSE crisis is having on the
amounts of animal feed actually needed,
and a recent outhreak of swine fever
among Holland's pig population that kitled
in excess of 3m animals.

In fact, for Durch pigs it has been abad

yeat, with the swine fever following 4 gov-
ernment-sponsored cull aimed at dramati-
cally slashing herd sizes. The reason?
Simple. At the heginning of 1997 there
were around 15m pigs in the Netherfands,
about one for every man, woman and chifd
in the country. Such a large herd was
producing methane levels which were
harming soil conditions and causing other
environmental concerns, and so drastic
action was taken — whict also had the
knock-on effect of lowering agri-bulk levels

as well

Port of Rotterdam
Toral goods throughput in the port of Above: EMO's
Rotterdam rose to 310.7mt fast year, repre- Rotterdam
senting a 6.2% growth on 1996 and a new terminal has
record, Although some dry bulk cargoes expanded and
such as coal experienced huge increases ~ diversified beyond
in throughput, many others fell quite its core trade in

dramatically, coal and iron

In saying that, however, dry bulk con-
tinued to contribute around 29% to the
port’s overall volumes, with ores and scrap
maldng up 15%, coal 7%, agri-hulk 3.8%
and other cargoes 3.5%.

Distribution, rail and inland shipping
were also on the up, with general manager
of Rotterdam Municipat Port Management
{RMPM) Willem Scholten identifying hin-
terland rail and shipping routes as two
areas worthy of praise. In order to max-
imise even fusther the port’s share of these
rouies, RMPM, in conjunction with the
Dutch Ministry of 'Transport, is implement-
ing numerous infrastructure projects, one
of which is the doubling of the main rail-
way line in the port.

‘The Distripark concep is also viewed
as one of the poit's success stories, with
the two established sites showing healthy
levels of take-up. A third Maasvlakee
Distripark is also under way, with details of
the launch customer expected soon,

In the dry butk sector; throughput of
coal was up 18.9% to 22mt, the highest
level for 10 years. The cause of this sharp
increase was an upsurge in demand
from German power stations and the =
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OBA Bulk Terminal Amsterdam -

RIEFLANDEN Stevedares S
tel.: 431 (0)20 6114146 » C+371 (0R0 6

ACP Amsterdam Coal Processing |

tel: +31 (020 6130710 « fax: +31 (0120 6138217

Whether you're in coal trading, forwarding or ship-

ping, the pott of Amsterdam is the right port of call -

for your cargo. Amsterdam offers a flexible and
competitive range of famlitres to coal producers
and-large coal consumers.

Well-equipped terminals, such as the 50 hectare
OBA terminal, the 16-hectare Rtetlanden_: terminal
and the 5.3-hectare Amsterdam Coal Processing
terminal, are all dedicated to handle and process
coal for a wide range of European clients. The port-
of Amsterdam is well located for the hand!mg and
distribution of coal to European destmatrons by rail’

. and inland waterway, and offers excellent short-sea

connections to Scandinavia, the United ngdom
Ireland and the Southern European countries.
With a wide range of sizes and qualities,
Amsterdam’s coal handling specialists offer a
unique package of coal products for the power _
industry, the steel industry, domestic heating and
other industries..

Call Amsterdam’s coal handlmg Spema!rsts today,

“and discover that Amsterdam is the rlght destma- :

tion for your coal.

port _man'agement
of amsterdam .

e

<= steel industry for overseas coal. RMPM
fecls that this is a structural development,
with the country currendly in the process
of running down its own coal production.
¥ this 15 indeed the case; then port
managers are confidently predicting that
coal exports to Germany could double in tpd and

Faster unloading:
EMO has been
able to offer
ocean carrier
discharge rates of
up to 140,000

time, The improvement was not merely
reliant on the German market though —
shipments to the UK also increased and
the indigenous market remained stable.

Throughput of ores and scrap was
16.4% higher than the previous year, with
incoming trade resulting from an increase
in the producton of iron in Germany
and the rebuilding of stocks at blast
furnaces. i

Other dry bulk, suph as minerals, alu-
minium oxide and fertilisers, dropped by
11% to 11mt, Agri-bulk also showed a
decrease, but this trend of falling grains

shiploading at up
to 50,000 tpd

_ and animal feeds was also evident in ports

across western Burope. In a period of 10
years, the throughput of grains, crude ani-
mal feed and oil seeds has fallen by 40%,
from 21.6mt to 11.9mi.

Expectations for next year are
favourable, with the high level of Dutch
domestic spending and the contimiing
recovery of Germany’s economic situation

'mtemationa! report

expected to be good news for the port of
Rotterdam.

EMO

Last'year was also strong for EMO,
Rotterdam’s deepwater coal terminal at the
Maasvlakte, Since commissioning in 1973,
mainly as an iron ore terminal, the EMO
facility had expanded and diversified afong
with the port. Extensive and recent expan-
sion has completed the range of services it
offers, with commercial director Wim
Rensen confident that whatever the future
trends for raw material demand, EMO will
be able to meet i,

Operating five shifts on a 24 hour/seven
days a week basis, EMO has been able to
offer ocean carrier discharge rates of up to
140,000 tpd and shiploading at up e
50,000 tpd. With annual throughput poten-
tial at more than 60mt, and the ability 0
accommodate as many as three large bulk
carriers simuliancously, it is not surprising
that Mr Rensen is confident for.the future.

“Last year we handled 20mt of coal and
14mt of iron, whick compared with 1996's
figures of 17mt and 12m¢, shows what a
great year it was,” he told I8/, “The steel
industey was extremely healthy over the

last 12 months, with full orderbooks and
an upswing in stock levels both contribut-
ing to this trend.”

Io date, the Far East economic crisis
has had little effect on the facility, even
with a decrease in coal demand from the
region. However, to combat this, EMO is
targeting European markets to make up
any shortfall, with UK power generators
National Power and PowerGen both taking
higher levels of coal from Rotterdam than
hefore.

Surveying the smooth operation of the
gigantic ship unloaders from his aircondi-
tioned office, Mr Rensen brushes aside talk
ol local competition from Amsterdam.
“Despite the claims made by Amsterdam’s
coal commanity; you cannot escape the
fact that to get coal through the port ves-
sels have to pass through locks, unlike
here, where we have direct and open
access to the North Sea,” he says,

If proof of Rotterdam’s and EMO's
superiority in the field was needed, a quick
glance at Holland’s own coal needs paints
the picture suecinctly, The country
currently has six coal-fired power stations,
which have a combined demand of 9mi of
coal. Of that 4 massive 6.5mt 13 import-
ed through Rotterdam, 1.5mt through &
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&= Amsterdam and 1me through
Vlissingen, ‘

Two new floating cranes were pur-
chased and have been in place since the
end of March 1998,

In addition to this, Siemens is currently
overhauling EMO’s loaders and building a
third belt conveyor,

An even larger development project
under way is the gradual removal of 2 dyke.
So far over 400 r of it has been removed
and when the remainder finally goes EMO
will construct four new loading berths cov-
ering over 68 hectares of land,

EBS

In the words of Ferdinand Heldeling, mag-
keting and sales manager for terminal
operator EBS, “1997 was a very dramatic
year for the company.” With the terminal
primarily involved in the shipments of agri-
hulk, cargo volumes have, of course, been
hit by EC import policy, the BSE crisis,
problems with Holland’s swine herds and a
general downturn in meat consumption.
As aresult, the 30mt of only four vears
ago has dropped to around 20mt, compris-
ing in equal measure 10mt agri-hulk and

nal expects at least a 5% decline in agri-
bulk cargoes and, far from fighting other
terminals on price, EBS will attempt to
attract new customers through offering
new and improved services.

“Anyone involved in the agri-bulk indus-

International report

Falling volumes:
the EBS terminal

continues Mr Hokkeling, “and the only way
that we are going to maintain our position
and possibly grow it is by approaching the
problem creatively.”

As a result, EBS is locking to attract
new business on the back of a total logis-

10t mineral cargoes. This year the termi-  try is facing the same problems as we are,” tics package that covers every single &2

RIETLANDEN

phone +31(0)20 - 6114146
Fax +31(0)20 - 6139466

Ask for: MEMBER OF TIIE

Louis Kanters or Myrése Sonneville. I.BEd
Bert Lagendijk. ¢ R 0 U P
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& aspect of the transportation and stor-
age process. Also, in 4 move o cul Costs
and keep the factlity working, the company
will be sharing one of its terminals with
clients. “Unforturately, the economic land-
scape of last year meant that we had no
choice but to lay off 260 members of staff)”
taments Mr Holkeling. “Many of them had
worked for us for decades and so we knew
we owed them a debt of gratitude. With
this in mind we entered into negotiations
with the trade unions to try and identify a
way of making this as easy as we could.”
The result of these negotiations can
only be described as inspired, with the
establishment of a foundation which is
financed by EBS and the workers who
stayed with the company. Bveryone, from
chairman down to cleaner now pays 9% of
their salary into a fund for the next five
years. The Dutch social security fund also
contributes to this amouat with the result

that those workers who lost their jobs are Total goods result more thar 100 people have aiready
guaranteed 80% of their former salary for throughput in the - found permanent employment and the
the next flve years. port of Rotterdam  company is confident that the remainder

In addition to cushioning the economic

rose to 310.7mt

will go the same way,

impact of redundancy, the foundation also last year, “Quite by accldent we have also found
acts a5 an employment agency of sorts, representing a out that the foundation has also helped
secking to place former-EBS employees in 6.2% growth on our own flexibility,” continued Mr

any terminal posts that come up. As a 1996 Holkkeling, "As we can now tailor our work-

force requirements depending on how
busy we are. In fact, we have had many
comparies from ail sorts of markets con-
tacting us concerning the foundation, and
50 mayhe we have helped others as well.”
On the international scene, EBS has
remained extremely visible, with joint ven-
tures in Spain, South America and [l

Grab program includes

- single rope grabs

- two rope grabs

- four rope grabs

- cactus grabs

- trimming grabs

- dredging grabs

- hydraulic grabs

- electro-hydraulic
motor grabs

VERSTEGEN {ZRABS

PO Box 1014
3430 BA Nieuwegein
The Netherlands

s

Verstegen features
- superior guality

highest productivity
- worldwide deliveries

Custom made grabs
- grab sizes : 1 - 50 M
- for cranes : 2 -85 Ton

Tel: +31-30-606.2222
< Fax: +31-30-606.0657
Telex 40055
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& Services B.V. {Co-ordinating office)
Rijsdijk 13, 3361 HK Rhoon

PO Box 803, 3160 AARhoen

The Netherlands

Tel.: +431 145018955

Fax: ++31 10 5018221

Wala Shipping Rotterdam Netherlands B.V.
Head-office Rhoon, Rijsdijk 13

3141 HK Rhoon, PO Box 803

3160 AA Rhoon

The Netherlands

Tel.: ++31 10 5018955

Fax: -++31 10 5013400/5012800

Offices: Fushing, Dordracht, Amsterdam, Genl, Attwerp

- Brazshi'%ping Maritima Ltda

Head-office Vitoria

Av. Nossa Senhora dos Navegantes, 1801
$/1005

29055-750 Enseada do Sua Vitoria

Espitite Santo, Brazil

Tel.: ++55 27 3456855, Fax: ++55 27 3456575

Officas: Rio de Janeire, Suo Lufs, Belem, Belo Horizonte,
Itacoatiors, Murguba, Fozendicha

Bulk Vinodol

Av, 3H CfCalle 72, CC "Las Tinajitas”

Piso 2, Lac. 25

Maracaibo, Venezuela

Tel.: ++58 61 927402, Fax: ++58 61 920754

So, contact us today at our regional offices.

Eurolatina Shippirg and Chartering
Head-office Bogota

Calle 93 nr. 1262 Cfi. 407

PO Box 93851

Santafe de Begeta, Colombia

Tel.-++57 1 6180055, Fax: ++57 1 6212909

Offices: Barranquilia, Sonta Marto, Buena Ventura,
Puerte Bofivar, Corfagena

B.T. Braz Shipping Ltd

Head-office I-r;ng Kong

Unit A, 12th Floor United Centre

95 Queensway Adrmiralty

Hang Keng, China

Wanchai - fong Kong - China

Tel.: ++852 2 5495533, Fax: ++852 2 8574406

Cfice: Sharghii

Tall Ships (Pty) Ltd

Head-office Durban

22nd Flocr, John Ross House West

Victoria Embankment

Purkan 4001, South Africa

PO Box 11098

Marine Parade 4056

Tel.: ++27 31 3685580, Fax: ++27 31 3372513

Offices: Saldunha Bay, Copelown, Richord’s Boy

Caravel Lda

1079 Avenida Martires da Machava

C. Postal 2341

Maputo, Mozambigue

Tel.- ++258 1 497560, Fax: ++258 1 491543

Offices: Beira, Pemba, Nacolo, Quelimane
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LEHNKERING
Logistics B.V.

P O. Box 350 - NL-2990 Al
Barendrecht

Phone {(+31 180)698-500

Fax (+31180) 698-550

E-mail info @Lehnkeringnl.com
Internet: wwwilehnkeringnt.com

P

FENEX

GUARANTLEEFUND

SOETERMEER, FEKKES’
CARGADOORSKANTOOR B.V.

Your agents in Rotterdam/Amsterdam

24-hour daily service — SHINC
Also specialist for coastal, deep-sea
and river barge chartering,
stevedoring, warehousing and
superintending.

Mathenesserlaan 231, 3021 HB Rotterdam
Telephone +31-104770355,
Telex 22251, Telefax +31-104763005

Coenhavenweg 14a, 1013 BL Amsterdam
Telephone +31-206824456,
Telex 13007, Telefax +31-206812106

myh
HUDIG & VEDER B.V.

Shipping and Forwarding Agents.
Custom House Brokers,

- Experienced Supervisors and Controllers of all-
kinds of Cargo. :

Specialized in handling, on-carrying and storage of raw
materials for the refractory industry.

Sworn Gaugers and Samplers.

HUDIG & VEDER
CHARTERING B.V.

Owners
Ship Brokers - Freight Contractors

P.O. Box 1030

3160 AE RHOON, Holland -~ .
tel 31.10.50. 66.622 telex 21127
fax 31. 10. 50. 12. 819 '

<~ mainland Europe being very profitable. -
These successes go some way to making
up for the failure of a contract in Brazil,
which was to have seen an EBS-supplied
and managed floating terminat transported -
to the port of Paranagua to help ease wait-
ing times, _ -
The company still supports the con-- .
cept, but puts the project’s failure down to
the fact that the port lacked the required -
storage space for any cargo the floating ter-
minal unloaded. _ L
Despite the difficulties of last vear, the ..
company remains confident that 1998 does -
not necessarily have (o go the same way. . .
With this in mind, it has installed a new .- -
shiploader in one of its mineral terminals; =
and re-designated the Europort 2 terminal
from an export facility into an import . .

acility, which, together with Europort 1,

wilt give EBS an additional five berths of
unioading space,

BMA

Rotterdam-hased shipping agent BMA

experienced its best year since it fist
opene its doors back in 1991, with the
company hantdling approximately 8mt of
coal.

: * The German coal market was one rea-

~ son-for this result, as was ATIC placing its
* account with BMA around two years ago,

tesulting in around 1mt of coal and iron
ore cargoes a yeat. So far, 1998 has pro-
duced similar levels as last year, with the
company’s management expecting little or

- no variation.

international report|

Amsterdam has
enjoyed an 8%
rise in dry buik

shipment levels,

to 38.3mt. OF
this, 11.4mt was
coal, 10.4mt was
ore and scrap,
9.4mt was agri-
bulk cargoes and

864,000 tonnes

was fertilisers

BMA handles coal from all over the
world, although a drop in US prices has
seen it switch its attention o Australia and
Indonesta to make up the shortfall.
Surprisingly, considering the recent wave
of civil unrest and change in political lead-
ership, Indonesia has presented little or no
problems for the company,

Port of Amsterdam

The Amsterdam seaports of Amsterdam,
Zaanstad, Beverwijk and muiden have
enjoyed a third consecutive successful vear,
with transhipment volumes totalling
56.5m¢. This is a 3.2% increase on volumes
of the previous year,

Chief 2among the reasons for this was
an 8% rise in dry bulk shipment levels,
which saw them contribute a staggering
38.3mt, Of this, 11.4rnt was coal, 10.4mt
was ore and scrap, 9.4mt was agri-bulk car-
goes and 864,000 tonnes was fertilisers.
Other dry bulk cargoes that experienced a
rise were minerals and sand, to 6.2mt.

Commenting on the rise, Amsterdam
Port Management managing director
Godfried van den Heuvel says: “It is gratify-
ing to learn that we have broken the 1996
record, more so considering increasing
goods volume should transfate into extra
jobs in the area. An exampie of this is the
28 hectares of land that we have leased
over the past year and the negotiations we
are involved with at the moment,”

Over the last 12 months, 11.6% less
generai cargo was transhipped, with final
volumes equalling out at 7.3mt, One of the
main reasons for this was the shift in cocoa
transhiproent from sacks to bulk, and a
general decline in container transhipment,

A new masterplan for the port is also
being developed in order to improve
Amsterdam’s infrastructure links, Not only
will this concentrate on better road and rail
connections for the new Westpoint multi-
modal facility, but will also include a brand
new lock at the mouth of the North Sea
Canal,

Westpoint is the Port of Amsterdam’s
three-yeat-old vision of the future; a facility
that brings storage, handling, stevedoring
and transport operations together under
one roof.

The continuing development of the
port will see an additional 1,500 hectares
of new commercizl sites along both banks
and canals, including new harbour basins
complete with hi-tech port equipment,
With 30% of US and Japanese companies in
Europe choosing the region as a central
distribution point, it is no surprise that
Amsterdam’s port management team are
convinced that they can astract an even
higher percentage through the sue-
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new building projects and retrofits

- accommodation ladders

- gangways

- pilot ladders

- paintrafts/stages

- passenger access equipment
- special structures

Call us for more information

Large stock available in Rotterdam and Antwerp.

Transport facilities available to cther ports in Europe.

If necessary delivery within one hour to vessel in Rotterdam or Antwerp.
Gangway stock are available for hiring.

Matertaal Metingen Europe BY Tel: {31) 180 463200

PO Box 4222 Fax: {31) 180 462241

2980 GE Ridderkerk Telex: 62382

The Netherlands £mail: ACR@MME.NL
Contact person: Mr. A. C. Ritksen Direct tel: 482811

Trough the combination of ¢ client-oriented approuch, technology
and expertise, Merewido hus become a feading manufacturer of
pneumatic fransport systems for cement, fly-ash, lime, gypsum, efc.
Merewido installations are characterized by soundness and refiability.

Merewido consiructs pneumatic transport systems for see-going
vessels, river barges, off-shote plattorms, supply ships and
on-share. Both mobile and statienary installations.

For Merewido, no sea is too Bigh, no river too long.

Equolly important
is the fact thot
Merewido offers its
clients customized
turnkey solutions. We give eech dmm our Euli altention

and provide expert professional ndvice. Ouality, relighility und
service nre our watchwords.

Merewido,

Professionals for Professionals

MEREWIDO

Merewndo Europe el SR .
- PO. Box 37, 3300 AA Dordrech!’, The Nether!ands _:
- Tel: +31 78 6164077 '

+31 78 6165648

&~ cessful implementation of the plan.
The re-development is not only con-
finex! t the physical, The port authority
intends to change the very structure of the
port into one which has stronger ties with
the private sector. Included in the plans is
also a desire to change the port’s manage-
ment into 4 private corporation fully
owned by the municipality of Amsterdam,
It is a model set by the city’s Schiphol
Airport, which is now owned by both
regional and national governments,
February of this year also saw
Amsterdam City Council finally grant
approval for the construction of the new
Aftikahaven dock hasin. Once completed,
the new dock will be 1,900 m long, 350 m
wide and 15.5 m deep, with a total of 375
hectares being made available for business

sites. Initial excavation was started last year,

with the first companies expected to move
in by early 1999. Costing a total of Fls 85m,
the new port area should be fully open to
seabound traffic by the year 2001.

Finally, this year has also marked the
opening of the port’s new all-weather ter-
minal in Westhaven, with the first cargo
being unloaded ir: January. Giving shippers
of moisture-sensitive cargoes such as steel
and timber the ability to load and unload
vessels in all weathers, the Fls 14m

complex is managed by stevedore

Waterland Terminal BY. As well as the quay-
side facilities, the terminal also offers ware-
housing, office space and open-air storage,

IGMA

Strategically located in the Vlothaven and
Amerikahaven areas of Amsterdam, IGMA
is ane of the port’s largest bulk handling
terminals.

Like most of the country’s bulk trading
community, IGMA posted higher volumes
last year than it did in 1996, reaching a
total volume of 6.9mt. According to Sten
Beuker, the terminal’s managing director,
one of the reasons for this was IGMA's flex-
ibility and ability to diversify into other
areds.

Looking dut over a berthed bulk carrier,

he told IBJ: “Our primary business is as a
grain terminal. And, despite EU subsidies,
BSE and the Netherfands swine fever epi-

«demic, all significantly affecting agri-bulk

levels, we are one of the few grain facilitics
in the country not o have experienced a
drop in volumes,

“Why? Because unlike our competltors
we offer a full service. We are not only a
stevedore, but can store, ship and originate
cargoes as well,” he added.

international report

Parcef service:
IGMA floating
cranes
discharging coal

One way by which IGMA is attempting
to stem the tide is by the introduction of a
new coal parcel service that, according to
Mr Beuker, has upset some of the coun-
try’s established coal terminals,

“Our parcel service offers those who
just require small amounts of coal the abili-
ty to get it,” he saidl. "Orce a month we
have a capesize pick up coal from South
Aftiea then ship it here to Amsterdam, We
then tranship it via coasters and barges to
the customer, which not only means that
we cover all the risks, but, by sharing the
costs with others, our clients experience
really competitive transportation costs,

“Not only that, but cur breadth of expe-
rience and facilities mean that we can store
and screen any coal we ship over” he con-
tinued.

[t is a claim that is quickly countered by
many of the Netherlands' estahlished coal
terminals, as EMCr's Mr Rensen readily tes-
tified. “We are really not that worried by
TGMA's new service as {t is not taking any
business directly from us.” According to Mr
Beuker, though, it is EMO’s Mr Renser that
has his wires crossed, “Our US parcel ser-
vice concerns agti-bulk cargoes and occa-
sional coal volumes from Mississippi, 2 ser-
vice that is still successfully run.”

As far as 1998's grain business is
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‘Mobite Harhour
Cranes

‘s diesel electric drive
= full thyristor control
* jow maintenance

costs

- Options:

+ container

~ handling;

» grabs duty;

« heavy i,

» shore E-supply;
» tower lowering

system,

Mobile -bour Cranes

Inhouse design,
manufacturing
and testing.

Qualified for the
future

MELCON B.V.

Dsklaan 22 P.G. Box 5303
3008 AH Rotterdam

Helland

Telephone + 31 10 204 6666
Telex 28003 nelcn.

Teletax + 31 10 294 6777

DUSTFREE

Normalloader

= LOADING-EQUIPMENT

1 for bulkmaterial in VESSELS, RAILCARS, OPEN-AND il
ENCLOSED TRUCKS etc. Capacity 50-2000 m3/hrs

B.G.S. HOLLAND‘ BV.

' Hoogeveenenweg b ® 2913 LV Nieuwerkerk a/d 1Jssel T4
Holland e Tel. 31-(0}1803-17838 @ Fax 31-(0)1803-15538
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Specialists for material handling and
storage systems

Activities

Design of materials handling equipment for bulk commedities, break bulk, unit
loads, containers. Development of material handling systems.

Clients

Port terminals, transport industry, production plants

Services

« feasibility studies

» design, planning, cost estimates
+ tender documenis

* contractor prequalification

» shop drawings

= construction and erection supervision
* testing, commissioning
* project management

CROESE Engineering Consultanis

Jll

ENGINEERING

CONSULTANTS BV

Croese Engineering Consultants

Zaag molen Laan 4

P.0O. Box 449 3440 AK Woenden

The Netherlands

Tel. +31(0)348-489600
Fax. +31(0)348-489008
Managing Director

" H.M. Wyga

&= concerned IGMA's main intention will
be to maintain current volumes, This, how-
ever, will throw up its own problems, espe-
cially with the Far Rast crisis affecting pro-
tein product demand. “T don’t think that
there will be any demand whatsoever from
the Far East this year for protein agri-
bulls,” continied Mr Beuleer, “in fact, many
grain markets in the region will continue to
Stagnate.”

Rietlanden Stevedores

For Amsterdam-hased Rietlanden
Stevedores, total cargoes handled last year
were up (.5mt on 1996’s figure of 3m,
This figure comprises 3mt of coal and
0.5mt of scrap, with the increase, according
t0 the compary, testamert to its success of
keeping its global customer base up-to-
date with &ll the latest developments.

international report

Managing director Louis Kanters i3
extremely bullish about current achieve-
ments, tefling /8] that they are proof of
great things to come. “Our terminal aiready
covers 12 acres, and we're planning to

{increase this by at least 40,000 sq m.

Considering that we started with just 7.4
acres and two old fashioned cranes, we
have come  long way since 1993," be said.

This year has another Figee floating
crane added to the first one the company
bought in 1996, with additional invest-
ments in the company’s rail car weigh facil-
ities also being top of the agenda.
Currently around 400,000 tonnes of coal
are delivered by rail, far more than by road,
and Riettanden is looking to aggressively
expand this amount further,

As ever, competition between
Amsterdam and Rotterdam in the coal han-
dling market is fierce, with Mr Kanters say-

1GMA's grain

terminal: claimed

to be one of the
few grain facilities
in the country not

to have
expetienced a
drop in volumes

ing that his port also has to batde against
misinfermation. “Our competitors are
always saying that Amsterdam is hampered
by the fact that the draught is only 45 fi,
he stated. “But that's just not true. We are
54 ft deep and can easily get a 150,000 dwt
vessel through our system. T speed even
further our ability to process our cus-
tomers’ coal, we're currently investigating
ways of taking tess coal out of vessels and
stiil getting them through.”

Amsterdam Coal
Processing

Operating from a portabée cabin alongside
a disused Ford factory, Amsterdam Coal
Processing is impressively understated.
However, the mountains of coal thas hide
general manager Ron Capiau from the
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NEMAG. THE WORLD'S LEADING MANUFEACTURER

&= outside world tell their own story; a
tale that has seen the company experience
what was described as a ‘good’ 1997.

“Last yeat was far better than 1996,
said Mr Capiau, “with approximately
200,000 tonnes passing through our gates.
The: first eight months of the year were
quite slow, but that had a great deal to do
with BHIBRO Coad Trades cancelling a
700,060 tonre order when we moved from
OBA's site.”

Amsterdam Coal Processing is now
sited next door to OBA and handles all the
terminal’s processing, leaving it to look
after stevedoring. The cornpany’s washing
plant is sited insicle the former Ford ‘Transit
Van factory, where it soon hopes to add a
cyclone washer.

“This year is looking fairly slow as well,”
acmitted Mr Capiau, “which is maioly due

to the mild winter leaving us with lots of .

coal stocks and nowhere to move them.”

Eggerding & Co

Mineral stevedoring, warehousing and for-
warding company Eggerding & Co experi- .

enced a stable 1997, matching the previous

International report |

year's figuzes of 0.5mt throughput exactly.
Over the next 12 months the company
expects to handle a similar amount.

“Competitdon in minerals handling is
fairly healthy, and so wé are looking at
ways (o add value to our clients as & way of
increasing business,” said commercial oper-
ations manager Ton Polié. “As a resul,
we're offering a full package that includes
unfoading, storage, grinding and screening,

“The minerals market is constantly
changing and this makes predicting future
tonnages extremely difficult,” he adds.

Diversification has fong been 2 watch-
word at the company, with its initial capaci-
ty of handling two products now enlarged
to handle around 10.

Considering the futare, Mr Pollé contin-
ued: “We are always keen to upgrade, but
will only do so when the tonnage and the
maiket calls for i.” )

Zeeland Pbrts

Last year saw the two Zeeland ports of
Terneuzen and Vlissingen merge into one

- organisationa! structure called Zeeland

Seaports. It is the logical conclusion w4

Acres of space:
Rietlanden
Stevedores

terminal covers

16 acres, and the

company plans to
increase this by
at least 40,000
sgm

close relationship that has seen both ports
joi forces over the years to improve the
combined infrastructure that services the
area. This includes investment in railway
setvices, a study concerning a possible sec-
ond sea-lock and a decision t develop
Mosselbanken.

Alongside these improvements, the
brand new Asel Plain industrial area is
under way, with an eventual 100 hectares
of land and 900 m of quay able to service
vessels with depths of up tw 11 m. Among
the first companies to launch operations
from the first 30 hectare and 225 m phase
are Geerlings International Forwarders and
Romain Swagemakers Transhippers.

Last May a barge service between Axel
Plain and Rotterdam was initiated, with
P&O Nediloyd, ARA Shipping and steve-
dore Van Seumeren providing a 24-hour
seven-day a week line service between
both ports. T

Both ports have experienced continu-
ous growth over the last couple of years,
and although managing director Jan
Philippen admits that Zeeland will never
become a main port, he does expect it to

" become successful by operating a spe- o
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&= dific range of services.

" Both ports experienced increases in
their bulk tonnages Jast year, with
Ternevzen registering 8.24mt of cargo and
Vlissingen 5.24mt. For Terneuzen this was
an jncrease of around 1.52mt over the
1994 of 6.72mt and, like its Zeeland part-
ner, was made up of scrap, cre, coal and
otherbulks. Vlissingen, on the other hand,
only experienced a mild increase of 0.61me
over the previous year's total of 4.63mt,

OVET

Terminal operator OVET had a record year
in 1997, with more than 7me handled; a
25% increase on tonnage levels of the pre-
vious year.

As well as operating bulk terminals at
the:Zeeland ports, GVET also lightens ves-

sels, with 1z River Scheldt operations

increasing to around 1.6me, a further 25%
increase, Cne of the main reasons for this
was the positive state of the steel industry,
and this is despite a decline in scrap ton-
nages, which the company fully expects to
fall further over the next 12 months.
Thanks o a change in market clrcum-
stances, OVET expects coke import levels
10 fzll during 1998 as well, with the knock-

on effect that total volumes will be down
imr on 1997°s record amount, coming in at
ahout Gmt.

As far as future developments are con-
cerned, the company is looking to offer
part of its Vlissingen facility to new scrap
clients thanks to a recent extension. As the
old millennium closes and the new one
dawns, the company will continue to focus
on providing a quality service as a way of
attracting new customers and, with four
floating cranes now at its disposal, its abili-
ty to handle 70,000 tonnes 2 day is proving
an attractive alternative to some of its
larger neighbours.

Polaris Shipping

Despite fough competition, shipping
agency Polars had a very successful 1997,
so successful in fact that manager Jacques
Wisse is confidently predicting that this
year his company will more than double its
business.

When pressed further on this startling
statistic though, he was not specific as to
how his company intended to drum up
this new business. “We doubled our
income kst year and we expect to do the
same this vear,” he said. “Ouar high stan-

dards mean we are better than in-house
agencies, and this attention to quality.is the
way we will increase our business.” _

Last year Polaris handled 220 vessels,
and if Mr Wisse's predictions come true,
this year should see the Terneuzen-based
company pass the 500 mark. The company
is owned by Hydo-Agrl, and has the exclu-
sive contract to handle all of its cargoes. It
is planning to expand further into the
chemicals market and is currently working
on 4 number of ways of achieving this.

Servo Balans

Weighing machine manufacturer Servo
Balans had another good year financially,
although sales to the bulk industry were
lower last year than in 1996,

‘This vear is expected to be even worse
in many respects, thanks in a large part to
the continuing economic crisis in the Far
Fast. Many markets have naturally disap-
peared and, as a result, the company is
concentrating on marketing its new mobile
weighing machine to home markets.

So far it looks as though this approach
has indeed been successful, with a num-
ber of the new units going to ports
throughout the Netherlands, the rest of

International report

Europe and the US. Stuis’ aerobelt
As well as the mobile weighing dome loading
machines, Servo Balans has also developed instaffation

a twin-weigher that allows continuous load-
ing without the need for stopping the flow
in order to weigh cargoes,

Sluis

Conveyor manufacturer Stuis
Machinefabrieken experienced a 70% sales
increase last year, with expectations for
1998 hoping to reach another 10 or 20% or
more. The company’s Klaus Gosterhof

feels that good customer relations are at
the heart of this excellent result, with
many clients and engineering consultants
coming back to the company again and
again.

Behind Sluis’ success is the Aerobelt,
an air-driven conveyor system, usec in a
number of industries.

“The exchange rate of the guilder has
also contributed to our success,” contin-
ued Mr Oosterhof, “plus our constant
development of the Aerobelt, which is,
after all, 25 years old.”

These developments have led to the
system’s latest incarnation, the Aercbelt
Compact, which now combines its steel
structure and belt as one complete unit,
Already, many incustsies have expressed
interest in this new product since it was
faunched in Utrecht last May,

Amang the many overseas projects that
the company is involved in, be they
turnkey or not, Mr Oosterhof is extremely
proud of a transhipment terminal in north
Germany,

“We've supplied six Aercbelts to this
site with the first one expected to be up
and running hy Septembet, with the

_temainder operating by the beginning of

next year.” 133
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