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UNLAWFUL PRACTICES ASSOCIATED WITH CERTIFICATES OF COMPETENCY
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Note by the Secretariat

SUMMARY

Executive summary: This document contains information on progress since STW 34 with
those actions to be undertaken identified in the list of actions
developed by STW 33

Action to be taken: Paragraph 9
Related documents: ~ STW 33/17, annex 4 and STW 34/14

Background

1 The Sub-Committee, at its thirty-third session (21 to 25 January 2002), developed a list of
high priority and long-term actions to be undertaken by the Secretariat and the Sub-Committee
relating to unlawful practices associated with certificates of competency (STW 33/17, annex 4).

Action taken by the Secretariat since STW 34

2 As instructed by STW 34 the Secretariat has modified the data entry screen in light of the
comments made, and has included a legal disclaimer based on the legal guidance of the
certificate verification facility on the IMO website considered at STW 34. The modified data
entry screen is given at annex 1.

3 The use of the certificate verification facility has been monitored by the Secretariat and is
continuing to be widely used as evidenced by the statistics for the 12-month period November
2002 to October 2003 given at annex 2. During the period 2001 — 2002 the website was used at
an average of 140 times per month and during the period 2002 — 2003 it has risen to an average
of 574 times per month, indicating that the facility is being used extensively for certificate
verification.

4 Since STW 34 the Secretariat has received information from a number of flag and port
States, shipping companies and seafarers detailing examples of fraudulent certificates found on
board ships during inspections or reportedly being used. A summary of those reports is at
annex 3.
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kindly asked to bring their copies to meetings and not to request additional copies.
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5 To date, the IMO website has been further developed to provide direct links to the
websites in certificate-issuing administrations whose details have been communicated to the
Secretariat. In order to make further progress, Member Governments are requested to give to
the Secretariat details of their website addresses where direct on-line certificate verification can
be made in order that the links can be added as soon as practicable.

6 The Secretariat has now completed all the actions identified by STW 33 for action by the
Secretariat.

Action to be taken by the Sub-Committee

7 From the list of actions identified by STW 33 for action by the Sub-Committee, the
Sub-Committee has yet to develop a harmonized format of ancillary certificates providing
documentary evidence leading to the award of certificate of competency. To assist the
Sub-Committee in its deliberations, a draft format is given at annex 4.

8 The Sub-Committee has on this matter also yet to develop appropriate anti-fraud training
for personnel responsible for verification based on established standards for anti-fraud
guidelines.

Action requested of the Sub-Committee

9 The Sub-Committee is invited to note the above information and take action as
appropriate.
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ANNEX 1

MODIFIED DATA ENTRY SCREEN
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ANNEX 2

USE OF IMO WEBSITE CERTIFICATE VERIFICATION FACILITY
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ANNEX 3

SUMMARY OF REPORTS ON FRAUDULENT CERTIFICATES RECEIVED

REPORTS RECEIVED SINCE JANUARY 2002

STW 35/5

Certificate claimed to

Reported by Flag of ship be issued by Comments
Italy St Vincent and Federal Republic of Certificate considered fraudulent and confiscated. A case has been registered under
Grenadines Yugoslavia Italian Law

Italy Cyprus Romania Certificate considered fraudulent and confiscated. A case has been registered under
Italian Law

Italy Cyprus Romania Certificate considered fraudulent and confiscated. A case has been registered under
Italian Law

Portugal Panama Sao Tome and Principe | Certificates considered fraudulent and confiscated

Portugal Lebanon Bolivia Certificate considered fraudulent

Portugal Lebanon Liberia Certificate considered fraudulent

Portugal Lebanon Belize Certificate considered fraudulent

Panama Panama Mexico Certificates confirmed fraudulent by the Mexican authorities

Greece Greece Ukraine One fraudulent certificate reported by the ship’s master

Malta Malta Georgia Georgian Administration confirmed certificates as fraudulent

Mongolia Mongolia Myanmar Certificate confirmed fraudulent by the Myanmar Administration

Bolivia Bolivia Thailand The certificate was suspended and the holder was disembarked

Bolivia Bolivia Myanmar The certificate was suspended and the holder was disembarked

P&I Luxemburg Indonesia Indonesia Certificates reported fraudulent by the P&I Club in Luxemburg
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ANNEX 4
DRAFT HARMONIZED FORMAT FOR ANCILLARY CERTIFICATES
Certificate No:
<Name of Institute>
<Address>
<Country name>
Tel:

Fax:
Email:

<Title>

This is to certify that
Date of Birth: Nationality:
Passport No: Seafarer I.D No:

Has satisfactorily completed a programme of training approved by the <Maritime Administration
of <country’s name>>, under the provisions of:

- Regulation < number> of the <Title of national regulation/law>, and
- Regulation <number> of the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and
Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as amended, and Section A-<number paragraph> of the

STCW Code

Signature of Holder:

Training Co-ordinator Director, Maritime Academy

Date of Issue: Date of Expiry:
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